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CHRONICLE OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 

WITH REFERENCES 

Abbreviations: Ann. sc. pol., Annales des sciences politiques, Paris; Arch, dipl., 
Archives Diplomatiques, Paris; B., boletin, bulletin, bolletino; P. A. U., bulletin 
of the Pan-American Union, Washington; Cd., Great Britain, Parliamentary- 
Papers; Clunet, J. de Dr. Int. Priv6, Paris; Current History — Current History — 
A Monthly Magazine of the New York Times; Doc. dipl., France, Documents 
diplomatiques; B. Bel. Ext, Boletin de Relaciones Exteriores; Dr., droit, diritto, 
derecho; D. 0., Diario Oficial; For. rel., Foreign Relations of the United States; 
6a., gazette, gaceta, gazzetta; Int., international, internacional, internazionale; 
J., journal; /. 0., Journal Officiel, Paris; L., Law; M., Magazine; MSm. dipl., 
Memorial diplomatique, Paris; Monit., Belgium, Moniteur beige; Martens, Nouveau 
recueil general de traites, Leipzig; Official Bulletin, Official Bulletin of the United 
States; Q. Quarterly; Q. dip., Questions diplomatiques et coloniales; B., review, 
revista, revue, rivista; Beichs G., Reichs-Gesetzblatt, Berlin; Stoats., Staatsblad, 
Netherlands; State Papers, British and Foreign State Papers, London; Stat, at 
L., United States Statutes at Large; Times, The Times (London). 

August, 1914- 

10 Germany — United States. Emperor William of Germany- 
sent telegram to the President of the United States relative 
to the origin of the European War. Text: Congressional 
Record, 55: 6382. 

January, 1917. 
3 France. Amended contraband list announced. /. 0., Jan. 3, 
1917. 

February, 1917. 

10 Netherlands. Decree promulgated requisitioning Dutch ships. 
Staatsblad, 1917, No. 211. 

March, 1917. 

23 Spain. Decree promulgated appointing the Marques de Cortuna 
to negotiate with Great Britain and France an arrangement 
by which trade may be carried on in the natural and manu- 
factured products of the respective countries. Gaceta de 
Madrid, March 23, 1917. 
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April, 1917. 

6 Netherlands — Germany. Netherlands refused the German 

demand that armed ships be interned. N. Y. Times, April 7, 
1917. 

7 Netherlands. Exportation of all metals forbidden. Staats- 

blad, 1917, No. 279. 
14 Switzerland. Declared neutrality in the war between Ger- 
many and the United States. J. 0., 1917: 3097; Clunet, 44: 
1176. 
9-June 13. Russia. Proclamations issued by the Provisional 
Government and the Council of Workmen's and Soldiers' 
Delegates relative to terms of peace. Texts: Congressional 
Record, 55: 6889. 

May, 1917. 

29-June 2. National Conference on Foreign Relations 
A National Conference on Foreign Relations was held at 
Long Beach, N. J., under the auspices of the Academy of 
Political Science in the City of New York and the American 
Society of International Law. Proceedings of the Academy 
of Political Science in the City of New York, Vol. 7. 

June, 1917. 

3 Uruguay. Uruguayan ship Bosario sunk. La Prensa (Buenos 
Aires), June 7, 1917. 

3 Russia — United States. American Mission arrived in Russia. 

N. Y. Times, June 4, 1917. 

June, 1917. 

4 Roumania — United States. Roumania informed that a 

Roumanian mission to the United States would be acceptable. 
The United States has maintained a Minister to Bucarest but 
Roumania has never had a representative in Washington. 
Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 21. 
7 Luxemburg. Announced that the American Ambassador at 
Paris had sent to the Department of State a petition addressed 
to the President presented by representatives of the "Franco- 
Luxembourgeois " Committee, which consists of people of 
Luxemburg who have found refuge in Paris. Text: Official 
Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 24. 
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9 Belgium — Germany. Belgium answered the German note on 
deportations. Text: Official Bulletin, June 9, 1917. 
12 United States. The Secretary of the Navy ordered to take 
over certain German vessels. Executive Order, No. 2635. 

12 Greece. King Constantine abdicated in favor of his younger 

son Alexander. N. Y. Times, June 13, 1917. 

13 Italy — Brazil. Italy acknowledged the note of Brazil an- 

nouncing revocation of Brazilian neutrality in the war be- 
tween the United States and Germany. Spanish text: La 
Prensa (Buenos Aires), June 14, 1917. 

13 United States — Canada. The International Joint Com- 
mission made final report on the Lake of the Woods boundary. 
Official Bulletin, June 13, 1917. 

13 France — Great Britain. French decree promulgated ap- 
proving commercial agreement relative to Egypt and Morocco, 
signed Aug. 24, 1917. J. 0., 1917: 4823. 

13 Brazil — Uruguay. Uruguay acknowledged the note of Brazil 
announcing revocation of Brazilian neutrality in the war 
between the United States and Germany. Spanish texts: 
La Prensa (Buenos Aires), June 14, 1917. 

15 United States — Japan. United States announced that Japan 
was sending a mission to the United States headed by Viscount 
Baron Kikujiro Ishii. Personnel of mission: Official Bulletin, 
Vol. 1, No. 31; The mission arrived in the United States 
Aug. 13, 1917. 

June, 1917. 

15 United States — Germany. The United States addressed a 
communication to Germany through the Spanish Government 
asking a statement of intentions with regard to the pay of 
American naval and military officers who may be taken 
prisoners of war by Germany and proposing a reciprocal 
agreement under which the United States will grant to all 
German officers taken prisoners the same rate of pay as officers 
of corresponding rank in the United States Army. Official 
Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 30. 

15 United States — Russia. Greetings exchanged at Petrograd 
upon the formal presentation of visiting American mission to 
Russian Council of Ministers. Text: Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, 
No. 26. 
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16 Greece. The Entente Allies raised the blockade in force since 
Dec. 8, 1916. J. 0., 1917: 4615. 

19 Brazil — France. France acknowledged the note of Brazil 

announcing the revocation of Brazilian neutrality in the war 
between Germany and the United States. Spanish text: 
La Prensa (Buenos Aires), June 20, 1917. 
16 Haiti. Haiti handed passports to the German charge\ The 
Haitien charge in Berlin had already been handed passports 
by Germany. La Moniteur (Haiti), June 20, 1917; Official 
Bulletin, Vol. l,No. 35. 

20 Italy. House of Deputies passed a declaration stating aims of 

Italy in present war. Spanish text: La Prensa (Buenos Aires), 
June 21, 1917. 

21 Costa Rica — Brazil. Costa Rica acknowledged note of 

Brazil announcing the revocation of Brazilian neutrality in 
the war between the United States and Germany. Spanish 
text: La Prensa (Buenos Aires), June 22, 1917; N. Y. Times, 
June 23, 1917. 

21 Colombia. Declaration issued reaffirming neutrality in the 

European war. Spanish text: La Prensa (Buenos Aires), 
June 22, 1917. 

22 Brazil — United States. The United States acknowledged 

the note of Brazil announcing the revocation of Brazilian 
neutrality in the war between Germany and the United States. 
Spanish text: La Prensa (Buenos Aires), June 23, 1917. 

23 Argentine Republic. Announced that a congress of neutrals 

would meet August 15. La Prensa (Buenos Aires), June 24, 
1917. 
23 Russia. Congress of Workmen's and Soldiers' Delegates 
abolished the Russian Duma. Text of Resolution: London 
Times, June 28, 1917. 

23 Uruguay. Statement issued defining Uruguayan attitude in the 

war. Spanish text: La Prensa (Buenos Aires), June 23, 1917. 

24 Austria. Provisional ministry formed with Dr. von Leydler 

as premier. N. Y. Times, June 25, 1917. 

25 Germany. Amendments made to the Prize Ordinance of 

September 30, 1909, and supplements of Oct. 18, Nov. 23, 
Dec. 14, 1914, April 18, 1915, June 3, July 22, 1916 and Jan. 
9, 1917. Text: London Gazette, No. 30219. 
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26 United States. First contingent of American troops under 

Major-General W. L. Sibert arrived at a French port, having 
sailed June 14, 1917. N. Y. Times, June 27, 1917. 

28 Russia. Provisional government announced September 30 as the 
date for elections to the constituent assembly and October 13 as 
date for first meeting of assembly. N. Y. Times, June 29, 1917. 

28 Greece. Premier Venizelos announced new Greek cabinet. 
N. Y. Times, June 29, 1917. 

28 Germany — Norway. In the Storthing, Foreign Minister 
Ihlen gave an account of the German plot to blow up Nor- 
wegian ships. N. Y. Times, June 30, 1917. 

27 Brazil — Germany. German ships requisitioned. La Prensa 

(Buenos Aires), June 28, 1917. 
30 Argentine Republic — United States. Senate of Argentine 
Republic passed a resolution authorizing the President to 
receive and entertain the American fleet. Text: La Prensa 
(Buenos Aires), July 1, 1917. 

July, 1917. 

1 China. The Emperor Hsuan-Tsing was restored to the throne 

of China. On July 8 he abdicated. On July 14 Feng Kuo- 
Chang issued a proclamation announcing that he had taken 
over the office of Provisional President. Texts : N. Y. Times, 
July 4, 10, and 15, 1917. 

2 Great Britain. Order in Council issued amending contraband 

list. London Gazette, 30161; Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 55. 
2 Germany — Great Britain. Agreement signed concerning 

combatant and civilian prisoners of war. Text: Cd. 8590; 

London Times, Aug. 3, 1917. 
4 Germany. Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg resigned as Chancellor, 

being succeeded by Dr. Georg Michaelis, former Prussian 

Under Secretary of Finance and Food Controller. On July 

19, Dr. Michaelis made a statement as to peace aims of 

Germany. On July 29 he issued a statement to the press. 

N. Y. Times, July 15, 21, 30, 1917. 
7-Aug. 20. Serbia. Conference of Serbs, Slavs and Slovenes 

held at- Corfu. Declaration issued relative to national unity. 
11 Chile — Uruguay. Chile acknowledged the note of Uruguay 

declaring that it would not regard as a belligerent any American 
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nation which is in a state of war with nations of other conti- 
nents, approving of the position taken by Uruguay. Wash- 
ington Post, July 12, 1917. 

11 France. Contraband list modified and added to. J. 0., Oct. 
14, 1915, Jan. 27, Apr. 13, June 28, Oct. 13, Nov. 23, 1916, 
Jan. 2, 3, July 11, 1917. 

13 United States. Proclamation issued forbidding the trans- 
action of the business of German marine and war risk insurance 
companies during the war either as insurers or re-insurers. 
Proclamation No. 1386 . . ; N. Y. Times, July 15, 1917; 
Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 55. 

19 Germany. Hugo Hasse in speech in Reichstag referred to a 

secret meeting at Potsdam, July 5, 1914 between Austrian 
and German officials, including the Kaiser, at which the 
Austrian ultimatum to Serbia was decided upon. On Aug. 
3 the United States announced that it was in possession of 
the facts in the case. N. Y. Times, July 29; Text of Speech: 
N. Y. Times, Aug. 4, 1917. 

20 Russia. Alexander Kerensky, the Minister of War, became 

Prime Minister upon the resignation of Prince Ivoff. N. Y. 
Times, Aug. 21, 1917. 

20 Germany. The Reichstag passed a peace resolution. On July 
26, a resolution stating that the Reichstag resolution expressed 
the principles for which Great Britain was fighting was de- 
feated in the House of Commons by a vote of 148 to 19. Text: 
N. Y. Times, July 21, 27, 1917; Congressional Record, 55: 
6887. 

20 Germany. Chancellor Michaelis addressed the Reichstag de- 
claring that Germany contemplated no new peace offer but 
was willing to treat with the Allies if they opened negotiations. 
Congressional Record, 55: 6889. 

22 Siam — Austria — Germany. Siam declared war against Aus- 

tria and Germany. Nine German ships were seized and found 
to have been badly damaged. N. Y. Times, July 27, 1917. 
The declaration against Austria was presented to the Austrian 
Foreign Office by the Siamese Minister July 29. N. Y. Times, 
July 30, 1917. 

23 Serbia — Austria Hungary — Bulgaria. Serbia presented 

a protest to the Powers charging Austro-Hungarians and 
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Bulgarians with plundering the nation, and reserving the 
right of indemnity at the conclusion of peace. Text: N. Y. 
Times, July 25, 1917. 

24 Middle Europe. Announced that an Austro-German Economic 
Conference is being held in Vienna for the purpose of forming 
a "Middle Europe" alliance to off -set the economic alliance 
of the Allies. N. Y. Times, July 29, 1917. 

24 Ireland. Names of nominees to the Irish Convention an- 
nounced. On July 25 the convention met in Dublin, and 
adjourned on July 26 till Aug. 8. N. Y. Times, July 25, 27, 
1917. 

24 Portugal. Regulations issued relative to allied and neutral 

cargoes from enemy ships seized by Portugal. English text: 
London Gazette, No. 30199. 

25 United States. Joint Resolution introduced in the House of 

Representatives authorizing and empowering the President 
to make such treaties with foreign countries as will define the 
military status of their subjects resident in the United States. 
Congressional Record, 55: 5999; H. J. Res, 128, 63d Cong. 1st 



25-27 Balkans. Conference of representatives of the Entente 
Allies held to determine aims, etc. in the Balkans. Text of 
communique: London Times, Weekly ed. Aug. 3, 1917. 

29 Germany — Switzerland. Announced that Germany would 
only deliver coal to Switzerland on condition that Switzerland 
grant a large loan to Germany. N. Y. Times, July 30, 1917. 

31 Germany — Turkey — Bulgaria. Germany notified Turkey 
and Bulgaria that she would assume all expenses incurred by 
those countries in the campaign of 1917-18. N. Y. Times, 
Aug. 1, 1917. 

August, 1917. 
1 Russia. Minister for Foreign Affairs sent telegram to Russian 

diplomatic representatives accredited to the Allied Powers 

declaring that Russia would not make the separate peace. 

Text: London Times, Aug. 3, 1917. 
1 Vatican. Pope Benedict XV sent a peace proposal to the 

belligerent powers. Text: Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 84. 
1 Germany. German Emperor issued a proclamation to the 
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German people and the German fighting forces. Text: JV. Y. 
Times, Aug. 2, 1917. 

2 China. Provisional President approved decision of Chinese 

cabinet to declare war on Germany and Austria-Hungary. 
JV. Y. Times, Aug. 7, 1917. 

3 Finland. Russian Provisional Government declared Finland's 

Declaration of Independence illegal, as lacking the sanction 
of the Russian Government and people. Provision has been 
made to submit the question of future relations to the new 
Finnish Parliament to be chosen October 1, 1917. 
3 Russia. M. Terestschenko, Foreign Minister, resigned. JV. Y. 
Times, Aug. 4, 1917. 

3 Switzerland. Order issued requisitioning entire cereal crop, 

except quantity required for personal consumption and seed 
purposes. JV. Y. Times, Aug. 4, 1917. 

4 Greece. King Alexander took the oath of office as King. 

JV. Y. Times, Aug. 6, 1917. 

4 Liberia. Joint resolution passed by Liberian Congress declaring 

war on Germany. Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 76. 

5 Argentine Republic — Germany. Argentine Republic sent a 

final demand to Germany relative to indemnity for ships 
sunk, etc. JV. Y. Times, Aug. 6, 1917. 

6 Germany. Changes in Cabinet announced. Dr. Richard von 

Kuhlmann succeeded Alfred Zimmermann as Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs. List of members: JV. Y. Times, Aug. 7, 1917. 

7 United States. Resolution introduced in Congress authorizing 

the President to suggest a world peace conference. Congres- 
sional Record, 55: 6475. 

7 Balkans. A continuation of the Paris Conference was opened 
in London. JV. Y. Times, Aug. 7, 1918. 

9 Germany — Peru. Germany offered to submit to a prize court 
the circumstances of the sinking of the Peruvian bark Lurton, 
sunk Feb. 5, 1917, in Spanish territorial waters. Peru refused 
the offer, asking damages and indemnities. JV. Y. Times, 
Aug. 10, 1917. 
10 Peru. Peruvian senate passed resolution of sympathy with 
the motive of the United States for participating in the 
European war as declared by President Wilson. JV. Y. Times, 
Aug. 10, 1917. 
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13 Japan. The Japanese mission arrived in the United States. 

Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 81. 

14 China. Chinese Government declared a state of war to exist 

with Germany and Austria-Hungary from 10 a.m. of Aug. 14. 
Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 84. 

17 China — Austria-Hungary. The Austro-Hungarian Minister 

to China informed the Chinese. Government that Austria- 
Hungary considered the declaration of war against Austria- 
Hungary illegal and unconstitutional on the ground that the 
Constitution of China requires that such a declaration must 
have the approval of both houses of Parliament. N. Y. 
Times, Aug. 19, 1917. 

18 Germany. Germany accepted the conditions offered under 

which hospital ships would be spared. Under this agree- 
ment a neutral commissioner will be carried on each ship 
to guarantee that it transports only sick and wounded. 
N. Y. Times, Aug. 19, 1917. 
20 United States. Resolution introduced in the Senate proposing 
as a war measure an international convention for the purpose 
of terminating international anarchy, establishing interna- 
tional government in lieu thereof and coercing the Teutonic 
military conspiracy by the organized commercial, financial, 
military and naval Powers of the world. S. J. Res. 94; 65th 
Cong. 1st sess. Congressional Record, 55: 6751. 

20 Germany — Switzerland. New economic convention signed. 

Washington Post, Aug. 22, 1917. 

21 Denmark. The Minister of the Interior issued an embargo on 

all Danish ships being sold to citizens or companies not Danish. 
No ships building may be sent out of the kingdom except by 
special license. Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 87. 

21 Cuba — United States. The President of Cuba signed decree 
transferring to the United States four German steamships 
which were seized when Cuba declared war against Germany. 
Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 91. 

21 Hungary. Count Maurice Esterhazy resigned as Premier and Dr. 
Wekerle was appointed in his place. N. Y. Times, Aug. 22, 1917. 

23 Peru — United States. The President of Peru in an address 
to Congress announced the opening of Peruvian ports to war- 
ships of the United States. Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 89. 
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26 United States — Russia. The President of the United States 
sent greetings to the National Assembly at Moscow. Official 
Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 92. 

26 Belgium. The Belgian Government addressed a protest to 

allied and neutral governments against German violations of 
international and moral law in the redistricting of Belgium so 
that it will have two governments and two capitals, and in 
deporting or arresting Belgian officials who resigned their 
posts rather than continue in office under the new regime. 
Summary of text: N. Y. Times, Aug. 27, 1917. 

27 Serbia. Serbia protested to the Powers against the economic 

exploitation of the Serbian provinces by the Austro-Hungarian 
and Bulgarian authorities. The Government of Serbia moved 
from Corfu to Saloniki. 

28 United States — Vatican. The President of the United States 

replied to the peace proposal of Pope Benedict XV. Official 
Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 94; Congressional Record, 55: 7027. 

28 Argentine-Republic — Germany. Germany replied to the 
note of Argentine Republic dated Aug. 5, agreeing to the 
demand for indemnity and guarantee against future losses. 
On Aug. 30, the Argentine Republic accepted the settlement 
by Germany. N. Y. Times, Aug. 29, 31, 1917. 

28 United States — Netherlands. Under an agreement with 
the Netherland Government, the United States has released 
30 Dutch ships laden with grain. N. Y. Times, Aug. 29, 1917. 

28 United States — Italy — Belgium — Serbia. Announced 
that agreements have been signed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with the approval of the President, on behalf of the 
United States and by the Ambassador of Italy and the Min- 
isters of Belgium and Serbia providing that all purchases 
made by their governments in the United States shall be made 
through the commission composed of Bernard M. Baruch, 
Robert S. Lovett and Robert S. Brookings. Similar agree- 
ments were previously signed by representatives of Great 
Britain, France and Russia. Official Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 93. 

Kathryn Sellers. 



